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May 20, 2010 

HORIZON CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

 

2010 SUMMER READING PROGRAM 
 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Dear parents, 

 

The purpose of the HCA Summer Reading Program is to encourage life-long reading for 

education and enjoyment. Students rising into the 7
th

 through 12
th

 grades are asked to 

read at least one novel (two for Honors or AP classes) during the summer and write a 

report to be submitted to their English teacher on August 23
rd

, 2010. This will count as 

the first English project/assignment of the school year.  

 

We’ve also added a novel for each of AP US History, AP World History and AP 

Psychology. The reports for these subjects will not follow the novel book report format. 

Instead, simply write a two page summary and a one page personal analysis of the work.  

 

All summer reading will lead into a series of class discussions at the beginning of the first 

semester. These works were chosen because of their thematic connection to the first units 

of study.  

 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

 

 

Have a blessed summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

Gerry Crete 

Dean, Student Achievement 

Horizon Christian Academy 

gcrete@horizonchristian.org 
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7
th

-12
th

 Grade Book Report Criteria 

 

The book report for rising 7
th

 grade to 12
th

 grade should include the following 

headings/topics and criteria: 

 

1) Author: Name the author and describe his/her background in a few sentences. 5 

points.  

2) Plot: Outline the major events and conflicts in the novel. Identify the introduction, 

rising action, climax, and denouement. 50 points. (MS: one page in length, HS: 

one and a half to two pages in length) 

3) Theme: Identify the major theme(s) of the novel. Explain whether you think the 

theme was effectively conveyed. 5 points. 

4) Main character(s): Describe the protagonist’s (main character’s) personality. 

Also, illustrate how he/she is depicted through his/her actions and words. 

Describe how he/she changes through the novel. 10 points. (MS: half a page, HS: 

one page) 

5) The antagonist(s): Describe the antagonist’s (or villain’s) personality. Illustrate 

how he/she is depicted through his/her actions and words. Explain the 

antagonist’s motivations. What is the outcome for the antagonist? 10 points. (MS: 

half a page, HS: one page) 

6) Supporting character(s): List the supporting characters and in one sentence or 

two each, explain their primary purpose in the novel. 5 points. 

7) Setting: Describe the physical location, the mood and the atmosphere of the 

novel. How does the author create mood? How does the atmosphere reflect the 

theme of the story? 5 points.  

8) Personal Evaluation: Critically evaluate what you felt were the strengths and 

weaknesses of the novel. Compare this novel to others that you have read. Who 

do you think would enjoy or appreciate this novel? 10 points. (MS: half a page, 

HS: one page) 

 

 

** The book report should be typed and follow general MLA formatting (1” margins, 12 

point font, double spaced, Times New Roman/Arial, etc.) 
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NOVEL CHOICES 

 

Students may choose one novel from the selections below. Honors and AP students must read both novels 

and write two reports (except if otherwise indicated).  

     

     

Rising 7
th

 (choose 1):  Redwall by: Brian Jacques 

 

    The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

   

Rising 8
th

 (choose 1):  Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

     

Call of the Wild by Jack London 

 

    The Giver by Lois Lowry 

 

World Lit. (9
th

):   The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

World Lit. Honors (do both): The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

 

American Lit. (10
th

):  Peace Like A River by Leif Enger 

 

[The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare (extra credit 

option only] 

 

American Lit. Honors (do both): Peace Like A River by Leif Enger 

 

A Separate Peace by John Knowles  

 

[The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare (extra credit 

option only] 

 

British Lit. (11
th

):   Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

     

AP Literature and AP Language 

(11
th 

and 12
th

) (do both):  Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

     

How To Read Literature Like A Professor by Foster [Not a report but 

write a two paragraph summary for each chapter] 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES REPORTS 

 

AP US History:    1776 by David McCullough  

 

 

AP World:     The World that Trade Created edited by Pomeranz 

 

 

AP Psychology:    Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes 


